
Advent Greetings!    A warm welcome to this edition of the newsletter, as we 
continue our preparations for Christmas.  The newsletter is gradually developing 
and expanding as an outreach across the three parishes of Garristown, Naul, 
Rolestown, and is produced through the Pastoral Area Office.   

In that regard, our sincere thanks and appreciation go with Louise Donnelly as she 
leaves us, having done such a great job in establishing the Office over the past 
year. Best wishes, both to Louise in her ongoing work as Brackenstown Parish 
Secretary, and also to Elaine as she fully takes over the reins as our Pastoral Area 
Secretary. The Office will continue to play an important role in journeying 
towards a greater collaboration in our mission and sharing of resources between 
the three parishes of the Pastoral Area as we move into 2020.   
In the meanwhile, across our seven Churches as Christmas approaches, may our 
Advent preparations and our gathering for Christmas Mass, our 
joining in Christmas Carols, our prayers before the Christmas Crib, 
bring us closer together and closer to the Lord. 

A holy and happy Christmas to one and all.   God Bless. 

Fr. Derek ,  Co-PP & Moderator   

 GARRISTOWN PARISH ADORATION 
 takes place in the Church of the Assumption, every Thursday from 9.30am 
 until Mass at 10.30am, then from the end of Mass at 11am until 12 noon.   
 All are welcome to this time of quite prayer with the Lord. 
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WE’RE NOW ON THE WORLDWIDE WEB AND 
SOCIAL MEDIA ! 
You can now view our Pastoral Area website at www.pastoralareagnr.com 
and also keep up to date with what is happening in our parishes on 
Facebook and Twitter (@PastoralAreaGNR) and Instagram 
(@pastoralareagnr)        We are hoping these will be useful ways for us to 
keep in touch, to promote the mission and ministry of the Pastoral 

Area as well as celebrating different events that are part of the life of our parishes. 
So get out the laptop, tablet or smartphone and take a moment to visit the website, 
and to LIKE and SHARE our Social Media with others.  If you have any comments about 
how we can improve our online presence then please let us know!   
If you would be interested in being part of a group to manage our social media please 
speak to Fr Derek or Peter or contact the Pastoral Area Office. 

 PASTORAL AREA MASS TIMES SUNDAY MASS 
HOLY 

DAYS 

WEEKDAY 

MASS 

Church of the Assumption, GARRISTOWN 10:30am  10:30am 
Thursday  
10:30am 

Church of St. Joseph, BALLYMADUN Sat Vigil 6pm  Vigil 6pm  

Church of the Nativity of Our Lady, NAUL 12pm  12pm 
Tuesday 
10:30am 

Church of St. Canice, DAMASTOWN Sat Vigil 7pm  Vigil 7pm  

Church of the Assumption, BALLYBOUGHAL 10am  10am 
Mon-Sat 
10:00am 

Church of St. Brigid, ROLESTOWN 
Sat Vigil 6pm 

 

Sunday 11am  
11am 

Mon-Fri 
10:00am 

 

Sat 11am 

Church of Our Lady Queen of Peace, OLDTOWN 9am 9am  

Digital Skills Training   Free basic iphone, ipad, smartphone, tablet training commencing in 
Garristown Library on Tuesday 7th January 2020  from 2-4pm.  If you would like to book a place 
please contact the Library on 01 8355020. 

NEW PASTORAL AREA OFFICE HOURS 
The Pastoral Area Office will close at 12pm on   
Saturday 21st December for the Christmas holiday period,  
re-opening for service on Tuesday 7th January 2020  
when we will introduce the following new office hours: 

Tues-Wed-Thurs 9.30am - 12noon, & Saturday 9.30am - 11.30am 



  NEW RESIDENTS WELCOME… 
On behalf of the Parish Community,  

we extend a warm welcome to all who  
have recently moved into the area! 

Parish Pastoral Council 
We are currently looking for new members 
for our Parish Pastoral Councils. If you, or 
someone you know, might be interested, 
please leave your contact details with  the 
Pastoral Area Office, or speak directly to Fr. 
Derek or Peter. At this stage, this is simply 
an expression of interest. We will then hold 
a meeting to provide further information 
about the role of the PPC. The next stage of 
the process would be a commitment to  be 
willing to become a member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council. Thanking you for your 
support in advance. 

CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS 
Please join us in one of our churches as we gather to celebrate the birth of Jesus 

We wish you, and those you love, a very happy and holy Christmas-time 

GARRISTOWN PARISH FUNDRAISING  
PRE-CHRISTMAS AFTERNOON TEA 

Thank you to all who came to the 
Afternoon Tea on Sunday 17th 
November, and to all the 
wonderful hosts. Everyone had a 
great time and it was a great 
success, raising a magnificent €2585.50! 

FR. DENIS DELANEY  
As we approach the First Anniversary of the death of Fr. Denis RIP, I would like 
to express thanks, on behalf of Fr. Denis' family and on behalf of the three 
church communities of Naul Parish - Damastown, Ballyboughal, and The Naul, 
to everyone who attended Fr. Denis' funeral. 
 

The presence and prayer of Archbishop Diarmuid Martin, and Bishops Ray Field 
and Eamonn Walsh was much appreciated. Thanks also to all Fr. Denis' brother 
priests who attended, with special thanks to Fr. Denis' own classmates and 
priest friends from over the 54 years of his ministry. 
 

Particular thanks also to Fr. Mícheál Comer for presiding and preaching at the funeral Mass - 
his insights, knowledge and memories of Fr. Denis, greatly enriched the celebration of, and 
thanksgiving for, his life and ministry. 
 

Thanks again to all who contributed to the funeral liturgy - to the family themselves, to all the 
readers, to the Naul Church Choir, and to Annette and Des in the sacristy. Thanks to the staff of 
the Séamus Ennis Arts Centre, who hosted refreshments after the funeral Mass. 
 

On a personal note, I was glad to have got to know Fr. Denis over the first year of my arrival, as  
a brother priest who was kind, gracious, welcoming, appreciative, and supportive. Over many 
years here he contributed greatly to the life and pastoral well-being of several of the church 
communities of the pastoral area of Garristown, Naul, Rolestown. Fr. Denis' first anniversary 
remembrance will be at Sunday 22nd December's 12pm Mass in Naul Church.  
 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dílis. 
May he rest in peace.                    Fr. Derek. 

 PASTORAL AREA CHRISTMAS  
& NEW YEAR MASS TIMES 

Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

Church of the Assumption, BALLYBOUGHAL 5.00pm 10.00am 

Church of St. Joseph, BALLYMADUN 6.00pm — 

Church of St. Canice, DAMASTOWN 7.00pm — 

Church of the Nativity of Our Lady, NAUL 8.00pm 12 noon 

Church of the Assumption, GARRISTOWN 9.00pm 10.30am 

Church of St. Brigid, ROLESTOWN 9.30pm 11.00am 

Church of Our Lady Queen of Peace, OLDTOWN 8.00pm 9.00am 

For Confessions / Reconciliation Services, please check local Church Notices 

Ballyboughal:  
12th January at 12 noon 
Garristown:  
26th January at 10.30am 
Naul:   
26th January at 12 noon 

SACRAMENTS FAMILY MASSES - 
January 2020 

As well as already being available in 
Rolestown church, this Catholic newspaper 
will now also be available each week in 
Garristown Church, price €2.  Please put 
payments in the Shrines slot in the wall at 
the back of Church.  If there is a demand we 
will look to sell it in some of the other 
churches in the Pastoral Area. 

From time to time it may not 
always be possible to celebrate 
Mass, especially during the 
week.  Whenever this happens 
we will try to have a Service of 
the Word instead, led by a lay 
person, where we will focus on 
God’s presence in the Scriptures. 
 

Why a Service of the Word  
and not a Communion Service? 

When we gather together to listen to God’s 
Word, Christ is truly present!  In the 
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (from the 
Second Vatican Council) the Church states: 
‘Christ is always present in His Church, 
especially in her liturgical celebrations.  He is 
present in His word, since it is He Himself who 
speaks when the holy scriptures are read in the 
Church. He is present when the Church prays 
and sings, for He promised: "Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them" (Matthew 
18:20)’  [Sacrosanctum Concilium #7]   
 

The Irish Bishops’ Conference also said: 
‘Communion Services’ are problematic as they 
remove the reception of the Eucharist from its 
normative context.  It reduces the fourfold 
action of Christ at the Last Supper (taking, 
blessing, breaking, giving) and the co-offering of 
ourselves in union with Christ to the Father, to 
just the receiving of communion. 
 
If you would be interested in becoming part of a 
group who would lead these Services (when we 
are unable to celebrate Mass) then please 
speak to Fr Derek or Peter or contact the 
Pastoral Area Office.  Training can be provided. 

 THANK YOU to 
everyone who 
contributed to the St. 

Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal, and to 
the SVP volunteers for their service.          

Full information on requests and 
donations can be found at www.svp.ie. 

CAROL SERVICES 

Come along and join in the singing at one of our Carol Services—everyone welcome! 

NAUL CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE  
Wednesday 18th December  

at 7:00pm in Naul Church 

BALLYBOUGHAL CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE  
Wednesday 18th December at 8.00pm in 

Ballyboughal Church   


